A Better Alternative

ERMIT me to enumerate certain

positive aspects of the Presidential
System as adopted in the U.S.A. While
going through the current debate in
the press (especially your magazine) |
felt that these points have been over-
looked. They will make interesting read-
ing for your readers. | am not touch-
ing on other vital plus points of the
Presidential System such as its stable
character and lack of practically scope
for defections. and so on, as they have
already been discussed.

The Fixed Tenure

T has been criticised that the Pre-

sidential System concentrates lots
of powers in an individual might
lead to a dictatorial trend. However,
in addition to the regular checks en-
joyed by the Congress (the word com-
monly used to include Lower and Up-
per Houses in the U.S.) such as full
legislative authority, power of impeach-
ment, approval tor all appointments
made by the President, it should be
noted that there is a stipulation under
which no President or Congress is al-
lowed to prolong their office for a sin-
gle day under any circumstances un-
like our svstem where. under emer-
gency, Parliament could exercise the
power to extend its own life and
thereby of the Prime Minister.
The twenty-second amendment to the
U.S. Constitution further prescribes
that no persor shall be elecied to the
office of the President more than twice.
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members of the Congress to vote un-
like our Parliamentary System, where
the legislators are normally made to
vote in line with the party directives
in spite of holding different views.
mainly because defeat of the party in
power on the legislation could bring
about its downfall. This is quite differ-
ent from the practice in U.S.A., where
the vote against the President of his own
party does not bring about his down-
fall. The total inter-dependence of
the Executive and the Legislature
in our system has also resulted in the
lack on independent line of action by
the members of the legislature on
several occasions.

Unlike our members of the legislature,
members of the Congress in U.S.A.
are people of prestige who cherish a
tradition of independence. They need
not and do not fee! obliged to vote
with the party at all times. They fre-
quently vote against their party if an
issue happens to touch their consci-
ence. Each member is likely to become
a focal point for pressure. This also
means that every member is account-
able individually for his opinion to the
press and the public. It is certainly a
healthier sign for a democracy. Com-
pare this with our system where
even the emergency was supported and
applauded by almost all the Congress
Party members and Ministers, who
cried themselves hoarse against it at-
ter it was lifted.

Talented Ministers

P ERHAP3 the biggest question un-
der aur present set-up is whe-
ther we can ever get talented ministers
who can deliver the goods with the
total devotion and intelligence required

Mirror, May 1981









