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Smt Indira Gandhi

K N Nehru, a civil servant, who

A Thus, our system,
had also mwd as India's 1o the
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membership of the Assembly. Their knowledg or G Bk

u: had vuu:sed a continuous process of
There was also an
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as to why the USA which like us had also won
independence from the Bnush and whou

i form
om;mum oenocn:y viz Presidential system of
democracy, while drafting its Constitution.

was a lurking fear in their minds that
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various countries of Europe and elsewhere,
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evolution of a genuine two-party system as
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*ir nauonalities and under such a multi-party
Tmation they might not be able to achieve a
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well as splitting of existing parties. The country
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fourteen political parties and during a twelve-
year period between 1946 and 1958 had as
many as 26 different governments. It had
become a common practice in France that when
2 prime minister would g0 in for a swearing-in
ceremony while assuming the office, people
would wish him good luck rather than
him. After the adoption of the

Presidential form of g in 1958, not
=.u:dy of the US mnd:l but with many
with it, there is not only a stable
government, but a dra:tic reduction in the
number of parties. Against the fourteen parties
existing earlier, there are now only four major
political parties and even Lhese four parties now
in vogue are divided in two large coalitions of

i r bu i of political
expedwency of buying peace in the face of
from the The

berths are used for doling out the largesse so
s to enable the chief minister cr the prime
minisier concerned o secure his hold on the
groups or parties to keep his position
Here those who <annot be
ted in the ministry are offered the
next lucrative option of Chairmanship of State/
Central Corporations/Public Sector

various gr
secure.

than by restricting the

tenure of the Head of the State up to a certain
specific limit.

A book entided Presidential system: The

Need of the Hour would answér most of your

queries as regards l}n suitability of a truly

Undertakings. It may be d that in

Britain, except for the minister, no member of

Parliament is allowed to enjoy aay office of
profit.

The general mucnnc:puon about the

1 n the minds 0 many of us

u the fear mal u may degemerate into

system for India vis-a-
vis our current parliamentary system. Shri
Chimanbhai Mehta has also lished a book
Parliamentary System V/s. Presidential

racy.
While concluding, I would like to quote the
writing of the eminent Jurist, Shri N A

ikelihood of any democrxy Palkhivald. who has observed “A bad
whether Parli y or Presi g is !he
degenerating into dictatorship is on anindi Politics will n:verhe
the provision of in-built checks aad balances. cleaner and our economic future will never be

In a short span of seven years 11932-1939)
during the “Third Reichstag® i1 Germany
(1920-1939) Hnlercmldammeiﬂ the powers
of a dictator by czrcwnvennng the then existing

the left and the right leadi g to the much-needed
biopolarisation.

p ¥ Even n our own
Parliamentary system, we had a nezr dictatorial
regime during the emergency rule of the late

. unless and undil our citizens are willing
mpveormemselvumuzhndmhpvz
them birth.” The great French thinker
M has in the same vein
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of a citizen in a democracy.”



